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INTRODUCTION
Discover how lighting can enhance a garden space and create an 
inviting place that can be used throughout the year.

Exceptional outdoor lighting is as much an art as a science. Creative 
designs work best when you have technical and design input from 
specialists with years of experience in knowing what works, as well 
as what to avoid. Our aim is to work in partnership with our 
customers,  using our free design service, superior and extensive 
product range, long warranty period and proven expertise. 
Your success is the cornerstone of our business.

Who is this guide for ?
This guide has been written for landscape design professionals 
engaged in creating and enhancing gardens and outdoor spaces, 
using lighting to deliver unique results for their clients.  

As lighting specialists, we at Collingwood understand many of the 
challenges design professionals face when delivering client briefs 
which exceed expectations. This guide provides sound advice about 
the specialised area of outdoor lighting and how to execute it 
superbly to wow your clients.

While we recognise you are already a specialist in your field, we hope 
this guide will provide some additional knowledge and pointers 
specifically about optimising lighting arrangements and choosing 
products to achieve maximum impact within the constraints of a 
budget.

Who are Collingwood Lighting ?
The Collingwood name has been associated with quality for over 100 
years. As specialists in the field of LED lighting since 2002, we feel 
uniquely qualified to offer this free guide to robust and innovative 
landscape lighting. 

For a project to be successful, landscape architects must have 
access to a range of lighting products and accessories they can 
depend on. Poor quality lighting can quickly tarnish a hard-earned 
reputation. Our range of lighting products, including electrical 
components, are made to last in challenging outdoor environments  
– many come with up to a 7-year warranty for your peace of mind.

We also provide an advisory service to help our clients maximise the 
efficiency of our range in their designs. You can depend on us to be 
your “lighting department” when fulfilling complex design briefs on 
behalf of your clients. 
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DESIGN 101: 
GETTING THE BASICS RIGHT

Selecting the most suitable products for your client’s 
requirements can seem like a daunting task. How can 
you know what is right for the application you have in 
mind?

This section helps to identify the best use for 
various types of light fittings. For more advice, or design 
assistance, you can take advantage of our free design 
service. Please call 01604 495 151 for further details.

Which fittings best suit my application ?
You can enhance any garden landscape design with our 
collection of premium landscape Lighting 
products. Depending on the overall design of the 
garden or outdoor space and what you wish to achieve 
from the lighting, we have a competitive and durable 
solution - from ground lights, wooden bollards, and wall 
lights to stunning colour changing LED wall washing 
light bars all provide your outdoor space with a 
sophisticated finishing touch, creating comfortably lit 
areas with quality lights built to withstand the elements. 
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Spike lights
Spike lights are the most flexible choice for a garden. Use them to 
illuminate mid-level planting, shrubs and trees or pick out features. 
They are easy to reposition and adjust, which gives users control 
over changing the lighting scheme to suit the seasons. Our SL220A 
MAINS is a straight to mains light, while the others require a low 

voltage supply.

Ground lights
Ground lights are embedded in the ground and used to project 
light upwards onto walls, trees, shrubs and architectural features. 
Collingwood has a range of ground lights, made from marine grade 
316 stainless steel, which are exceptionally good looking and long 
lasting, even in coastal locations, and are designed for permanent 
outdoor use. Installation in soil, gravel or patio space requires an 
installation tube and waterproof connection to prevent moisture 
entering the cable. Because they use constant current technology, 
the output from each fitting remains constant no matter how far the 
fitting is from the power supply.

Bollards
Perfect for paths, driveways and car parking areas, our bollards are 
made from hard wearing Iroko wood and anodised aluminium, which 
weathers to a natural grey or can be treated to maintain its original 
colour. 
With an Ingress Protection rating of 65, they are designed for long 
lasting outdoor use. They can be surface mounted onto decking or 
use anodised aluminium bollards for a gravel or concrete placement. 
They come in two heights - the 585mm version delivers a strong, 
more focussed light while the 985mm bollards can be positioned 
further apart giving an ample spread of light. You can choose from 
single LED in our wooden bollards, or triple LED in our anodised 
aluminium. We also supply an anodised aluminium bollard with a 360 
spread of light. As with spikes, careful waterproofing is necessary 
when installing.

Wall lights
Designed to illuminate terraces, facades and doorways, external wall 
lights can be mounted to point downwards or inverted at high level 
to create up-lighting to facades. Wall lights provide a great backdrop 
of illumination to a walled garden boundary too, which adds depth of 

field to a garden.

Strip lights
LED strip lighting adds additional atmosphere and drama to a 
design. Use it underneath decking, bench seats and on step nosings, 
appearing to make these elements float on a cushion of light.  
While being pleasingly discrete, the enhancement to a space 
that strip lighting delivers can be quite dramatic. Our outdoor 
and underwater strip is rated at IP68, which drops to IP65 when 
cut. Therefore, it is advisable to plan for full length strips when 
planning your design for optimum protection. Only IP68 can be used 
underwater.
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Mains current or low voltage ?
Both approaches have pros and cons, but the good news is that you 
can design a scheme that uses a mix of both. Once there is a suitably 
armoured cable running to a junction box in the outdoor area, you 
can specify both mains and low voltage fittings with the addition of 
transformers to convert mains to LV as required.

Mains
• Does not need transformers or drivers as these are built in, which  
   makes installation easier with, for example, wall mounted lights      
   where a driver could be obtrusive.
• Failure of mains powered fitting can trip the RCD.
• The length of mains cables is irrelevant whereas low voltage
   suffers from voltage drop over excessively long runs.  A finite 
   number of fittings can be run off any one driver.
• There is no way around using unsightly junction boxes for mains
   power, although clever concealment can reduce the visual impact
• Electricians are very familiar with mains installations and may
   show reluctance to take on low voltage work.

Low voltage
• Much safer than mains current.
• Modern transformers are far more reliable than they used to be. 

We usually propose a mains outlet in the garden at a minimum. 
This provides the designer with the flexibility of adding either mains 
powered and/or low voltage lighting installations as the design 
demands. 

We find that mains fittings are popular because of the ease of 
installation compared with low voltage schemes, which require 
location for drivers. However, it is entirely up to the designer to decide 
on a mix and match approach, allowing for some additional labour 
when installing LV fittings. Check with your client and be sure to 
liaise with any building contractors and electricians to confirm what 
is possible for a given property.

Should I use sensors to control my lights or not ?
The benefit of automatically switching on the garden lighting as dusk 
falls is obvious. It also delivers a pleasant surprise to anybody sitting 
in the garden or watching from the house. Most good quality sensors 
nowadays offer a manual override option in any case, so you have all 
user preferences covered.

Motion sensors are more usually associated with security lights but 
can certainly be offered as an option should a client request them. 
Depending on the duration of the “on” setting, they can be used to 
restrict the time for which the lighting is on after each activation, 
thus lowering energy costs. This can be an additional selling point 
for light-intensive installations.

9



POSSIBLE PITFALLS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
SHOULD BE AWARE OF

The visual experience of a lighting design should be 
subtly engaging and pleasing, but some basic errors can 
easily undermine an otherwise excellent scheme. 
Being aware of these and also how they can be avoided, 
means the designer is more likely to achieve the desired 
effect, within client brief parameters and budget.
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Over-lighting
Simplicity is often the key to aesthetically pleasing lighting. 
The tendency to overdo it is understandable but can be a waste of 
money. Specify luminaires that match the application and be 
selective as regards the areas or features to be highlighted and 
the volume of light each receives. Light quality is the objective and 
not high light levels, especially when designing urban gardens. 
Balance illuminated areas with non-illuminated to achieve a more 
striking contrasting effect. Less is often more.

Flat one-level lighting 
Installing lighting all at one level (path or trees for example) can 
create a rather flat and unsophisticated scheme. This is easily 
remedied by ensuring other dimensions, such as depth and height, 
are brought into play to add interest and break the potential 
monotony. For example, adding just two or three simple spike lights 
to up-light trees or climbing plants can instantly add visual diversity. 
Layered lighting is a successful approach. Our short video covers the 
basics of this.

Not planning the cabling early enough
Not only can our free design service help you specify the electrical 
supply, cabling and fittings for your proposed design, our experts can 
also provide valuable input about cabling runs and optimal locations 
for transformers. There is no substitute for experience and inviting 
an expert eye to look over your schematic can save a great deal of 
reworking. What you want to avoid if possible is discovering cabling 
deficiencies late in the day that either restrict changes to the layout 
or require additional digging and trenching in your client’s garden. 
Take advantage of our free design service to help avoid any problems.

Using cheap fittings that fail quickly
Quality fittings last longer and ensure greater customer satisfaction. 
The market is flooded with cheap and inferior products, some of 
which fail after just one year. More often what happens is the quality, 
intensity and colour rendering and appearance properties of the light 
deteriorates. It is critical to protecting and enhancing your reputation 
as a designer that every project has potential to generate 
enthusiastic client referrals for many years, which then build your 
business. Specifying quality components is the bedrock for this. 
Our extended warranty is a significant marker that should inform 
you of the standards required for long lasting and trouble-free 
installations.
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EASY TIPS FOR
SUPERIOR DESIGN

Garden lighting follows a number of design principles 
over and above those for standard interior lighting. 
Many of these are to do with optics in a night time 
environment and the interplay of light with different 
textures such as plants, walls, and water. Respecting 
these principles from the outset when planning a design 
means you maximise the impact of every light fitting, 
create impressive results and avoid wasting money 
through weak positioning.
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A little light goes a long way outside at night
The garden at night is a blank canvas on which you paint the effect 
you want to achieve in your design. A little light here and there is 
a good starting point.  Build light up selectively by choosing the 
features you want to illuminate while creating a cohesive whole. 
Unattractive areas can remain hidden while key features are gently 
highlighted. However, too much contrast does not work well, and 
careful blending of lighted areas delivers the best visual outcome. 

The combination of light and shadow is a key building block for 
good landscape lighting design. Avoid picking out individual features 
almost at random, look to create a visual path to the extent of depth 
you wish to include.

Link outdoor space to the indoors 
Lighting is the key to linking the outdoor space with the indoors. 
Many modern homes enjoy large expanses of glazing which can 
appear cold and black at night unless there is lighting beyond to 
visually bring the outside in. Not only can exterior lighting transform 
the night time garden but can equally make a decked area or even 
a pathway into a seeming extension of the living space. Any outside 
lighting naturally extends the field of viewing depth and makes the 
home seem bigger and more inclusive. If working on a new build 
property, it is essential for landscape designers to work closely with 
interior architects ensuring seamless continuity.

Versatile design
Planting evolves with the passing of seasons and years, in domestic 
properties and from owner to owner. The form and luminosity of 
foliage differs from early spring to late summer and beyond. 
Newly installed gardens also typically take 2-5 years to ‘mature’. 
Consider how the garden may appear two years from now, for 
example, and design some flexibility into your scheme so that 
luminaires can be moved and adjusted to growth and seasonality. 
Check with our design team to ensure that you achieve the flexibility 
that will keep your clients happy for years.

Light the garden boundaries 
Lighting the periphery of a space visually pushes out its boundaries. 
Illuminating a feature at the bottom of the garden draws the eye 
through the space and creates perspective. It has the same effect as 
mounting a canvas in a frame or placing a jewel in a setting, in that 
it enhances the central focal points of interest. Importantly, avoid 
pointing lights horizontally across spaces as this may potential cause 
glare.
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Light and water work well together 
Focusing light on water features can produce wonderful results 
because of the reflective nature of water. Its movement and refractive 

nature throw ever changing patterns on the surrounding area.

Use natural light as inspiration 
Picture sunlight dancing on the surface of a pool, filtered through 
the leaves of trees, striking a honey-coloured stone wall, or creating 
ripples of shadow on sand. The contrast between light and shade 
creates interest and depth in a design. Texture is brought to the fore 
through shadow. Pools of light contrast with pockets of shade to 
draw the eye around the garden.

Automated sensors
Specify daylight sensors and timers, or smart control systems, so 
that your lighting is set to come on at dusk and stay on for a set 
period of time. Speak to our technical team on 
01604 495 151 to find out more.
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WHY MAKE COLLINGWOOD
YOUR FIRST CHOICE ?

You work to tight deadlines to deliver inspirational 
designs which exceed clients’ expectations while being 
feasible within their budget and timescale. You seek 
workable alternative methods, styles, materials etc. in 
order to meet client briefs. Success can depend on the 
level of support you receive from your lighting supplier.
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Why Make Collingwood Your First Choice?22



Collingwood is a supplier who designs and manufactures 
innovative, high quality LED lighting solutions.

Our lighting products place us at the leading edge of the industry 
with an after sales support that is second to none, we also have great 
customer reviews to testify.

We offer innovation along with a wealth of expertise that only 
designers and manufacturers can provide – insightful, agile, and 
inventive. We are committed to finding the most effective way of doing 
things; making great products, delivering outstanding service, and 
being the first and best choice for our customers.

As a premium supplier, we offer quality, easy to install products with 
a full range of finishes along with a lighting design service to aid 
in the selection of products.  With our drive and determination to 
provide excellence for our customers we challenge the boundaries 
of the lighting industry by creating awe-inspiring outdoor landscape 
environments.

“. . I can’t praise them enough - Collingwood’s technical support is 
amazing.” Shaun Drury - Crest Lighting

Our range covers an extensive variety of options for luminaires in 
various forms, finishes and colour temperatures, with a large array 
of specially designed electrical parts, which are hidden but vital 
elements of any garden lighting installation.

We offer LED products which provide high-quality lighting with a 
wide range of colour temperatures, from a cosy warm white (2700k) 
to a cooler white colour (approximately 5500k) which enhances the 
features of objects in cooler lighting, becoming more visible during 
the night resulting in maximising the appeal of your outdoor project.
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High quality reliable fittings 
Our products are manufactured to a high quality and to reinforce 
this we offer our customers up to a 7-year warranty.

We offer an innovative lighting range that creates warmer outdoor 
environments by exploiting the warmer light that LEDs are now 
capable of producing. Contemporary outdoor landscape lightning 
that can be just as cheery, welcoming, and cosy as indoor lighting. 
2700K is generally accepted as the white colour temperature that is 
warmest and most ideal for enhancing the natural tones and 
textures of materials such as brick, wood, and sandstone.

Ease of installation
As a premium supplier, we will develop innovative solutions to make 
the installation of our products quicker and easier for our 
customers. Our experienced engineers are dedicated to improving 
every aspect of our products and supporting our customer base 
through video guides, customer training and advice from our highly 
skilled sales and technical team – with the aim of making the 
installation as streamlined as possible.

Free design service
As a first choice supplier, we will collaborate with our customers 
from the initial idea to facilitate beautifully lit, energy efficient spaces. 
We will make available a wealth of resources to aid in maximising 
the potential of any space, including case studies, guides, and an 
exceptional lighting design team.

Get in touch today 
Our design and technical teams are ready and waiting to answer any 
queries you may have. 

Contact our sales department by phone on 01604 495 151 
or email at sales@collingwoodgroup.com
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Collingwood Lighting
Brooklands House, Sywell Aerodrome
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